
 

 

 
Norwood Planning Board 566 Washington Street Norwood, Ma. 02062 
781-762-1240 ext. 164 781-278-3033 (fax) phalkiotis@norwoodma.gov  

   
PLANNING BOARD MEETING, APRIL 25, 2016 

 

Present:  Debbie Holmwood, Chairman 

   Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 

   Joseph F. Sheehan 

   Paul Donohue 

   Alfred P Porro Jr, Clerk 

   Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

   Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst. 

 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Ms. Holmwood, Vice-

Chairman, in Room 11, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minutes of March 28, 2016, seconded by Mr. 

Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – MAJOR PROJECT SPECIAL PERMIT – Subaru of New 

England, 95 Morse Street 

 

Present:  Michael Clemmey, Subaru of New England 

   Jim Susi, Project Engineer 

 

Ms. Holmwood opened the public hearing.  

 

Mr. Porro, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

March 31, 2016 and April 7, 2016. 

 

Mr. Susi gave an overview of the project stating they propose the demolition of a portion of 

the existing building and the construction of a 436 parking lot. On March 30, 2016 there was a 

department head site plan review meeting and they have revised the plans and addressed all 

comments they received from this meeting.  
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Mr. Clemmey offered to meet with Ms. Holmwood and Mr. Halkiotis at the site with his 

engineer, landscape architect and fence contractor. During this meeting it was recommended 

that the site plan be changed to remove the landscaped islands within the parking lot and move 

the trees outside the perimeter fence where they will be visible from Pleasant and Morse 

Streets. Additional landscaping was requested and a grey vinyl six foot fence was 

recommended to conceal the parking lot from view of the streets.  

 

The parking lot plan shows 33 standard sized (9’X 18.5’) parking stalls, one handicapped 

space and 402 spaces (8’X16’).  

 

The applicant is requesting a waiver from the Zoning Bylaw for smaller parking stalls and 

removal of the landscaped islands.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the Board had any questions, seeing none, she noted there was no one 

from the public in attendance. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the public hearing on the Major Project 

Special Permit for Subaru of New England, 95 Morse Street, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the waivers requested in a letter dated April 21, 

2016, to waive Section 6.1.10, Section 6.2.4 and Section 6.4.4, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE 4-1 (Mr. Porro against) 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and accept the revised plan dated April 19, 2016, 

received April 22, 2016, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE 4-1 (Mr. Porro against) 

 

 

SITE PLAN APPROVAL – CBD SIGNAGE, A&E Driving School, 99 Central Street 

 

Present: Brian Yeple, applicant 

 

Mr. Yeple explained that he would like to modify the site plan approval dated September 15, 

2016. The former sign was white with black lettering and he is requesting a black wall sign 

with white lettering. Mr. Yeple is also proposing to retain the two existing window signs and 

one neon “Open” sign.  

 

Ms. Holmwood noted that any signs stuck to the windows are for temporary use only under 

6.2.7. in the zoning bylaw. The “free classes” sign must be hung not stuck to the window and 

there is a bar right in the middle of the sign obstructing the view.  Ms. Holmwood would like 

to see it cleaned up. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that in his application Mr. Yeple listed the other signs he is requesting. 

Mr. Halkiotis thought it would be useful for the building department to see a list of the signs 

that were approved. 
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Mr. Sheehan said that at this time he only wants to approve the top sign. Mr. Paciorkowski 

said that if Mr. Yeple is in compliance with the bylaw on the window signs, then he is in 

compliance and if he is not in compliance then he has to get in compliance.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to only approve the modification in the color of main wall 

sign from white to black and that all other signs must be in compliance with the bylaws, 

seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the BOS received a warrant article petition for Town Meeting and 

two of the articles have to do with zoning. State law requires that the Planning Board hold a 

public hearing regarding any zoning articles. There is a scheduled public hearing for May 18, 

2016 which is after the start of Town Meeting. Because these articles had to be published 14 

days before the public hearing, a hearing could not be scheduled any earlier.  Discussion 

ensued. 

 

The Board also discussed the Community Preservation Act presentation for Town Meeting.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Porro 

VOTE 4-0  motion passed 

 
 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access. A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  

 

 


